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i.e. incarnation, of Vishnu, was fed on butter; Brahma
was made to live on turmeric; and Siva was fed with
the milk of Ainmavaru. Then, as they grew up, she
made each of the gods put on his lorehead characteristic
religious marks, and finally built three towns, one for
each to live in, and a fourth for herself."
This probably preserves a tradition of the relation
of the popular Hindu religion of modern days to the
older worship of the village deities. It is doubtless
true that the Brahmans gained the victory over their
enemies the Buddhists by borrowing largely from the
pre-Aryan religions, which had a great hold over
the masses of the people. This may be practically
expressed by saying that Brahma, Vishnu, and Siva
sprang from an egg laid by a village deity, and that
shs built for them the sacred cities which were the
centres of their worship.
The goddess took special pains to protect her own
city. She enclosed it with walls of bronze, brass,
and gold; posted at the gates several thousand spirits
of various sorts, and among them, a barber, a washer-
man, and a potter. It seems odd to find these humble
members of village society in such exalted company ;
but it is explained by the fact that they are the people
who in many parts of South India take a prominent part
in the sacrifices offered to the village deities at the
annual festivals.
After a time, Ammavaru heard that the three
kings, Brahma, Vishnu, and Siva, were neglecting
her worship ; so she determined to exhibit her power
by destroying their towns. Her resolve was strength-
ened by an insult offered her by Siva. The god one
day called his servant and asked him why the people
were neglecting the worship of Ammavaru, and was
told in reply that they were calling on his name instead.
He then bade his servant go to Ammavaru's town and
abuse her, which he did with a will. When she heard
of it she smiled grimly, " trimmed her moustaches,"
and waxed very wroth. She then dressed herself up in a
yellow doth and yellow bodice, put on copper jewels, a